Unequivocal lymphoblastic leukaemia in a 4-year-old boy was followed 3 years later by equally unequivocal myeloblastic leukaemia in his 20-year-old brother. The boy achieved complete remission and remains well more than 6 years later whereas his brother failed to respond to treatment and died after 5 months. The parents and 3 remaining siblings showed no recognized features suggesting a constitutional predisposition to leukaemia despite thorough investigation.
Introduction
Acute leukaemia occurring in 2 or more siblings has been reported several times where the same type of acute leukaemia has tended to occur at a similar age, and where a familial predisposition to this event has been suggested by the discovery of consanguinity or chromosome or immunological abnormalities in the patients' first degree relatives (Anderson, 1951; Snyder et al., 1970; Kaur et al., 1972; Kurita, Kamer and Ota, 1974 (Snyder et al., 1970) . All other investigations on the present family produced normal results and nothing at all was discovered to suggest a constitutional predisposition to leukaemia. One may, of course, exist nevertheless, but it does seem equally possible that these unfortunate people are the victims of coincidence.
